03 November 2003

Greetings! 

I want to thank you for getting the word out about these e-mails. The communication is working because I am getting messages all the time from students who have heard about this and want to be put on the list. Most likely we have an inaccurate e-mail address for them which I am able to update. Here are a few frequently asked questions:

1. WHERE DO I GET AN HIV TEST DONE?

You can call your local Navy Reserve Center or Recruit Processing Station (MEPS) to coordinate obtaining an HIV test. Bring a copy of your AT orders, copy of your contract, or a military ID card if you have one.

2. If I use my first Annual Training (AT) for OIS and take "school orders" for my second AT, how should I use my third and fourth ATs?

Answer:  If possible, you should schedule your third and fourth ATs as follows:  Your third AT should be a clerkship at a Navy training site (see list at HPSP web site) during the June-September time period after your third year of medical school.  Your fourth AT should be a clerkship scheduled at a different Navy training site for October/November (early in your fourth year of medical school).  Such scheduling gives you an excellent opportunity to make yourself known to two Navy training sites of your choice just before the Intern Selection Board, which is held the week after Thanksgiving.  (After OIS, 3-year scholarship students should not take "school orders" but instead schedule their remaining two ATs as above.)

3. What are SCHOOL ORDERS?

Students on a 4 year scholarship may opt to do their 45 day period of AT at school, with the primary purpose of studying for the STEP 1 exam. Usually school orders are taken during the student’s second year. To apply for school orders, just specify on the AT request that you desire School Orders, and they are processed in the usual manner.

Registrar

